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UNIT PLAN II


In my unit plan, I wanted to focus on a genre that I have no seen explored that much in my classroom observations or in my own education; journalism. Newspaper articles are read by millions daily and students need to be aware of its components so that they may be able to judge the validity and quality of the articles they read. They would therefore not only read and accept what has been published, but can question the quality content and challenge it. By learning how to write articles themselves, they are opening the door to future opportunities such as writing for the school newspaper or contributing to a newspaper or even magazine of their choice. Learning how to write newspaper articles spans over several genres, subjects and interests and is a universal skill. It is my hope that through this lesson plan, students will be able to read articles more critically and not take the information provided at its face value.

UNIT PLAN II

Course/Grade Level:

English 8th Grade

45 minute periods

Long Term Goals:

· Students will write a document of some sort that fulfills a purpose they find valuable.
· Students will incorporate responses from their peers (or other out of class respondents) as they revise their writing.
· Students will enjoy writing.
· Students will engage in critical reflection about their writing.
State & National Standards:

STATE:

3. Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.
NCTE:
3.  Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics).
11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.

12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g. for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).

Unit Overview:

Day One- Monday:

On the first day, students would be introduced to Edgar Allen Poe’s short story, “A Tell-Tale Heart” through a dramatic reading by the students. I will then divide students into groups and ask them to summarize the main points of the story in ten or less Twitter updates or Facebook updates; approximately 160 characters. The groups will then share their updates with the class dramatically. The purpose of this exercise is to stress the necessity of picking out important details in works and being able to effectively express your points in concise sentences. I believe that this would help set the students up for their newspaper article project as they will need to pick out important facts and be concise in their own works. 
Day Two- Tuesday:

See attached plan.

Day Three- Wednesday:

See attached plan.

Day Four- Thursday:

See attached plan.

Day Five- Friday:


The students will have in class computer lab time to finalize their newspaper article. I will ask several students to share their articles with the class. I will collect the articles and assess them based on the rubric I handed out. I plan on hanging up the articles in my classroom. Towards the end of the class, I would like my students to participate in a reflection based on the hand- out found at: http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson42/RWT027-3.pdf.  I would only replace the “fairy tale project” with “newspaper article project”. I will collect these reflections and try to implement improvements for the next time I do this or a similar activity.
DAY TWO
Lesson Objectives:

1. Students will learn the different components of an effective newspaper article.

2. Students will work together to compose a presentation.
3. Students will be able to compose an effective lead.
Motivation:

I will begin the class by holding up a newspaper and discussing with students why they think each day millions of adults begin their day by reading a newspaper. Incorporating my students’ responses, I will begin to talk about the importance of a newspaper. I will say, “Newspapers are publications that offer a wealth of information regarding extremely important happenings. From crimes committed in the local area as suggested by Yoshie (this is the inclusion of the students’ input) to global issues that can affect daily life, reading the newspaper can help us all be more informed about our own lives. If you see a news article about a clothing store that sells stolen clothes, are you going to buy from that store?” (Students would hopefully answer no. If a student answers yes, I would ask if they might be persuaded by an article that gave them more information about it). “So we can see that newspaper articles are influential and in order to get the most out of reading them, we need to know what makes an effective article.”
Procedure (Timed Outline of Class):
(5 minutes) Following the motivation above, two students will distribute a handout to the class titled, “Anatomy of a Newspaper” (See attached hand-out). We will go over each component presented in the sheet as a class with an article presented on a projector.

(10 minutes) I will break students up into six groups of four and ask the groups to complete this hand out. Each group will have two newspaper articles printed on projector sheets to dissect with erasable markers, marking their findings on the actual article. They will be held accountable for a group projector sheet reflecting each of their own completed hand outs. While the students are working together in their groups, I will walk around the room and check in with each group to help them and check on the students’ progress.
(15 minutes) Groups at random will have two minutes each to share what they have found in the front of the class. They will place their projector sheet on the projector and discuss their handout with the class. I have allotted 3 extra minutes for this time to include any questions the students would like to ask the group. If the group does not use their allotted time, I will ask the group and open it up to the class as well including, “Why do you think the headline was effective?”, “What are some details the author could have left out?”, “How did this article make you feel? What words contributed to that?” and “What about the lead paragraph grabbed your attention? How could it have been improved”.
(10 minutes) Students will return to their seats and I will hand out their next assignment; writing a newspaper article based on Edgar Allen Poe’s “A Tell-Tale Heart” along with the grading rubric (See handouts titled, “Did I Read ‘Murder’?” and “Rubric for Newspaper Article”).  In their groups, they will individually begin writing their leads for their assignment and I will allow room for group discussion. These leads will be handed in at the end of class. 
(5 minutes) I will ask one or two students to volunteer and read their leads to the class. I will also leave some time for students to ask me questions about the assignment or for clarification. The students will be asked to leave their leads on my desk as they leave my classroom.
Closure:

I will say, “As we saw from the newspaper articles we read today, each part of an article is important and can affect the way that we feel about what is being reported. By knowing the intention of the author and how to pick apart these articles, we can find the real information being presented and know how to construct our own effective newspaper articles. The next time you see your parent reading an article or if you read one yourself, ask yourself questions like the ones from class today.”
Assessment:

1. Students will dissect newspaper articles in groups, circling the various components of an effective newspaper article and I will walk around to check the progression of their hand outs.
2. Students will each present their findings in front of the classroom.

3. Students will hand in their leads at the end of class.
Materials:
· Projector
· Projector sheets

· Erasable markers

· “Did I Read Murder”, “Rubric for Newspaper Article” and “Anatomy of a Newspaper” Handouts

· Napkins (to erase mistakes on projector sheets)

Acknowledgement of Sources:
http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/aero/wright/teachers/pdf/language/Newspaper_Article.pdf
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/handouts/broadcast_news
/news_article_formula.cfm?RenderForPrint=1
DAY THREE:

Lesson Objectives:

1. Students will use critical analysis of Poe’s “A Tell-Tale Heart” to draw important details and quotes as evidence for their article.
2. Students will write an effective newspaper article.
3. Students will learn to use Microsoft Publisher for the purpose of creating a newspaper article.
Motivation:

I will begin my class by telling my students, “Welcome to one of the best parts of writing your newspaper article; actually seeing the article before your very eyes. We are fortunate enough to be able to use this computer room today so that you can type up your brilliant ideas. Why is it useful to know how to use the computer with our newspaper articles?” I would wait for two or three responses. I would try to incorporate their responses while staying on the thought that, “Technology is changing the face of newspapers each day. We need to know how to create articles on the computer so that we can e-mail them to each other, upload them to websites and for future projects you might have to hand in for high school and even college!”.
Procedure:

(10 minutes) Following the motivation above, I will pass around brain storming worksheets to help my students with their writing process (See attached handout labeled “Brainstorming Worksheet”).  I will ask them to complete this in the beginning of class for a later purpose in this class. I will also direct them to the appropriate Microsoft Publisher template for articles that they should be using. The reason I would like my students to use a premade template is so that they can focus more on the content of their work instead of getting the correct format down.
(30 minutes) With their lead already written, students will work on typing up the rest of the article using the Microsoft Publisher template. During this time, they can be logged into their chat room accounts with KidLink (http://www.kidlink.org/kidspace/index.php). These chat rooms are restricted to invited members only and can be controlled by the instructor as the administrator. The purpose of this chat room is for students, with assigned anonymous IDs, to be able to ask their peers for help if they get stuck and I am not able to get to them fast enough. I am able to monitor the conversation and if a student is abusing this privilege, I will have them sign out. I will be walking around, checking up on the students’ progress, looking over each of their brainstorming sheets to make sure that they are on the right track. I will ask that when there is only five to ten minutes left of class that each student print out three copies of their paper to be peer reviewed the next day.

(5 minutes) I will collect the three copies of my students’ rough drafts to class the next day as we will be conducting peer review. This ensures that they will not forget to bring the copies with them. I will leave extra time for any comments or questions regarding the class or the assignment as well as time to log out, save and close programs.
Closure:

I will say to the class, “Today you have practiced the skills you will use in the future. When you go home, ask someone older than you if you have a different experience completing a writing project like this then they had. Technology has changed so much, you could even ask yourselves how your classes have changed in the time you have been in school. Just remember that no matter how advanced the technology gets, the quality and content of your writing will remain important.”
Assessment:

1. Students will be asked to fill out a brainstorm worksheet for this activity and I will go around the classroom to discuss their ideas.
2. Students will print out a rough draft of their article which reflects the ideas discussed in our meeting.

3. Students will be able to apply their articles to the Microsoft Publisher newsletter template.
Materials:

· Computer lab
Acknowledgements:

http://www.kidlink.org/kidspace/index.php
DAY FOUR:

Lesson Objectives:

1. Students will learn to constructively peer review each other’s articles.

2. Students will learn how to revise their articles.

3. Students will learn the importance of peer reviewing.
Motivation:

I will begin the class by asking, “Has anyone ever not realized they may have done something wrong until someone else pointed it out to them? No one is perfect, not even the greatest authors and writers in the world. Every day we make imperfections in our conversations and our writing. To make sure that their writing accurately reflects their true ability and talent, authors and writers often have editors review their work to make sure everything is correct. Today, we are all going to help each other do this same thing by peer reviewing each other’s news paper articles. That way, we can be sure that you don’t overlook anything in your article and that you can use suggestions from your classmates to get the best evaluation possible for your hard work!”. 
Procedure:

(5 minutes) Following the motivation, I will have two students distribute the peer review sheets to the class (See attached peer review sheet). I will go through the peer review sheet, modeling the process with my own article for the first two questions. I will ask the students to be truthful, but stay positive. All of the questions are geared towards positive answers purposely so that students might be guided to stay away from negative comments.

(20 minutes/2 ten minute sessions) Students will be put in pairs and switch their rough drafts. They will complete their peer review sheets and be asked to write directly on the rough draft given to them. The students will then be given time to discuss the comments they gave to their peer’s paper and vice versa. They will also be asked to fill out the rubric handed out with the assignment sheet. To make sure that they get multiple perspectives, the students will repeat this process with one more classmate. During this time, I will walk around the classroom to make sure the students are staying on task and to address any concerns with this activity. 
(15 minutes) I will ask each student to take out a sheet of paper and write two reasons why they think that peer reviewing is important or how it helped them that day. After 2-3 minutes, I will go around the room and ask each student to share one reason they wrote. This is to include students who normally do not speak up in class having given them a chance to think about what they would say before.
(5 minutes) I will remind students that the next day we will be working on our final copies in the computer center. I will also leave time to address any comments or concerns regarding this assignment.
Closure:

I will tell the class, “From each of your responses, we can all see that this peer reviewing process was helped you improve your writing in some way. A lot of us didn’t even see some of the points our classmates brought up until we did this exercise. In the future, even though we may not do peer review in class, you may find it helpful to do peer review on your own outside of class. Give it a thought the next time we have a writing assignment!”
Assessment:

1. Students will complete peer review sheets to be attached and collected with the final product.
2. Students will also attach their rough draft to their final product to reflect their revision process.

3. Students will share their responses regarding the importance of peer reviewing.
Materials:

· Peer review sheets
Acknowledgements:

NEED:

· peer response sheet

· example of dissecting an newspaper article

· example of newspaper article

